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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


Ca Please Order From: — 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, IIl. 


Swim—or Sink 


Official source of information on the Catholic Press of America 
N INTERESTING and timely booklet treating of the necessity of a 
virile Catholic Press in this country. It quotes members of the 
hierarchy on the need of a strong Catholic Press, comments briefly 
upon present-day conditions, and gives a complete directory of American 
Catholic periodicals and newspapers. 

Priests and educators in particular will value this booklet. Ex- 
cellent also for Study Clubs, libraries, sodalities, etc. Do your part 
toward the Catholic Press by helping to distribute “Swim — or Sink.” 
Single copies 25¢. May be ordered from: — 

Catholic Action of the South, P. O. Box 1409, New Orleans, La. 











GLOLITE ELECTRIC ALTAR 
Let one of these beautiful altars 
grace the sanctuary of your home. 
By means of an electric bulb placed 
beneath the altar, the twelve can- 
dles, the tabernacle door, the cross 
and the front panel are attrac- 
tively illuminated. . 

Length of altar 12 in., width 5 in.; 
height to top of statue 15 in. Choice of 
the following statues: Sacred Heart, 
Blessed Virgin, Little Flower, Mother of 
Grace, St. Joseph or St. Anthony. 


To ion bead ee Uv. 3. $5.50 


BENEDICTINE CONVENT 
CLYDE, MISSOURI 


TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 38, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 


























Premiums Dou Will Like 

















Offered for NEW Subscriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


For ONE New Subscription 


A beautiful print — in pastel colors, of either the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
or the Holy Family, 6 x 8 inches in size, suitable for framing. The pictures 
are daintily colored and really lovely. They would be a worthy ornament 
to any room. OR: — 


Three blessed medals — the miraculous medal, worn in honor of the 
Blessed Virgin; medal of the Infant of Prague, many favors have been ob- 
tained through the devout use of this little medal, especially efficacious for 
children; jubilee medal of St. Benedict, with explanatory leaflet, giving the 
vast number of indulgences which may be gained by wearing the medal. OR — 


Two booklets — Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague and Little De- 
votions to the Holy Infant Jesus. The first named recounts the history of 
the devotion to the Infant of Prague, with some of the marvelous favors 
obtained, and prayers. The latter contains charming and affectionate prayers 
and aspirations to the Infant Jesus. A book especially appropriate for this 
season of year, and delightful for children. 


For TWO New Subscriptions 


Picture of His Holiness, Pius XII —a beautiful likeness of our now 
gloriously reigning Pontiff, lithographed in colors, mounted on colored back- 
ground. Surely every Catholic home should have its picture of our illustrious 
Holy Father. OR: — 


Handsome Sacred Heart Shield —of French gray metal, 4 inches in 
size, with the figure in relief on a circular medallion. It is mounted on an 
attractive folder bearing the promises of the Sacred Heart to those who 
venerate It, with some ejaculations. Begin the new year right by conse- 
crating your heart and home to the Sacred Heart, and securing one of these 
beautiful images to adorn your home. OR: — 


An artistic calendar — size 15 x 9% in. with a lovely colored picture in 
religious subject. Calendar pad in red and black shows feast and fast days. 


Please state premium desired. 
Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 





Vol. 35 January, 1940 No. 9 





The Name Above Every Name 





% T THE threshold of the New Year, we reverently 
salute the holy Name of Jesus, that Name which 
St. Paul tells us is above every name, and at the 
sound of which every knee shall bow, of those that 
are in heaven, on earth and under the earth. It is 
that Name which is glorious in heaven and mighty 
upon earth for those who devoutly invoke it. There- 
fore, if we wish to rejoice at seeing that our names are written in heaven 
under the Name of Jesus, let this holy Name be often upon our lip; 
while we are on earth. Holy Church devotes the month of January 
to the honor of this most holy and adorable Name. Twenty days’ 
indulgence are granted to those who reverently bow their heads while 
pronouncing or hearing pronounced the Names of Jesus and Mary, and 
three hundred days’ indulgence to those who invoke them piously with 
their lips or even in their heart. 


St. Bernardine’s Last Will 


In the early part of the fifteenth century, there traveled about 
through the northern parts of Italy a saintly Franciscan friar, Ber- 
nardine of Siena, preaching unceasingly, untiringly, on the glories 
of the holy Name of Jesus. Mission after mission he preached, using 
always as his theme the sacred Name. And when he was about to 
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leave any locality, after having preached a mission, he invariably 
gathered the people together, to give them His “last will and testament.” 
It was his custom to say: “I wish now to act the part of a father who 
is about to leave his children; that is, I wish to make my will. It is 
as follows: I wish to leave you what I prize most of all my possessions, 
and which is in itself of all things the most precious, namely the most 
loving Name of Jesus, a Name which is above every other name. I 
wish you to preserve this most glorious of all names deeply impressed 
on your minds and hearts, so that it may be with you in every place and 
always, from the moment you awake in the morning till the closing 
of your eyes at night. Begin all your actions with the Name of Jesus, 
whether you sit down to meals or rise to work. Let Jesus be the first 
word in all letters you write. Do all your actions in the Name of 
Jesus, and may it ever be with you thus. Amen.” 


The Standard-Bearer of Siena 


St. Bernardine not only preached the beauty, the power and the 
glories of the holy Name of Jesus; he likewise propagated a special 
devotion in its honor. He devised a standard upon which the three 
letters, / H S, symbolizing the holy Name of Jesus, were superimposed, 
in the midst of a glowing sun, from which emanated twelve great rays 
or tongues of fire, and many lesser rays. Blue was chosen for the 
background of the standard, since blue signifies faith, with the sun and 
rays a golden color, as also the letters, / H S. Around the outside 
of the standard he placed the words: “Jn Nomine Jesu omne genu flec- 
tatur, coelestium, terrestrium et infernorum — In the Name of Jesus, 
every knee shall bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth and under 
the earth” (Phil. ii. 10). He explained the significance of this device 
by saying that the Holy Name may be likened to a Sun from which 
twelve rays shine. These rays signify the numberless graces which flow 
from the Name of Jesus upon the sinner, upon the Christian and upon 
the saint. 

Everywhere St. Bernardine preached the glory and the power of 
the Holy Name, exhibiting his standard and urging his hearers to 
adopt the practice of using the letters / H S as their armor of faith and 
loyalty. Everywhere his preaching achieved remarkable results for the 
salvation of sinners and the glory of the Church. God Himself deigned 
to manifest His visible approval of the devotion. It happened in Rome, 
where our saint’s efforts were attended by great success. While he was 
preaching one day on the holy Name of Jesus, there appeared above 
his head in shining gold the letters J H S, in the exact form as they 
appeared on his standard. This miraculous confirmation was witnessed 
by many persons, and the chronologists tell us that from that time the 
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devotion to the Holy Name spread more and more, as it still continues 
to do. The faithful in many Catholic lands have the beautiful custom 
of placing the image of the Holy Name over the doors of their homes 
and even of public buildings, to enlighten, to defend and to bless the 
occupants thereof. Surely this visible token of the faith of Catholics 
in the power of the Holy Name must be most pleasing to our Blessed 
Savior, and cannot fail to draw down abundant blessings upon them. 
This practice is indeed worthy of imitation in our present times, when 
so many evils threaten the peace and the sanctity of our homes and of 
our institutions. 

So widespread was the use of the Holy Name standard that even in 
the lifetime of St. Bernardine it became a badge by which the true 
Christian could be known from the false. The saint himself exhorted 
mothers to invest each child on the day of its baptism with a medal 
bearing the letters / H S, that the child might wear it, not for its 
material value, but for the power of the Name inscribed thereon, and 
thus from the earliest dawn of reason learn the devotion to the Name 
of Jesus. 

Such were the beautiful practices of the so-called ages of faith. 
Now, however, the spirit of skepticism has crept in, and it is to be feared 
that in many places Jesus would receive a negative answer to His 
question: “But yet, the Son of Man, when He cometh, shall He find, 
think you, faith on earth?” (Luke xviii. 8). “This kind of faith (a 
faith animated by hope and charity) is scarcely found on earth,” said 
St. Augustine in his time, “while of those whose faith is weak and half- 
dead, the Church is filled.” These words apply also to our age. Christ 
Himself tells us that the reason there are so many “half-Christians” 
is the constant association with unbelievers and worldly-minded persons, 
whose aspirations all tend toward material, earthly things, rather than 
to the acquiring of heavenly treasures. “And because iniquity hath 
abounded, the charity of many shall grow cold” (Matt. xxiv. 12). 
When Our Savior promised that miracles should follow the invocation 
of His Holy Name, it is evident He meant that it should be invoked 
with faith animated by hope and charity. Let us, therefore, often pray 
with the apostles: “Lord, increase our faith” (Luke xvii. 5). 

It may seem to us a long cry back to the fifteenth century when 
the devotion to the Holy Name was productive of such splendid results. 
Yet human nature has not changed since then, nor has the remedy for 
human ills changed: “Jesus Christ yesterday, and today, and the same 
forever.” As the light of the sun is old, yet ever as new and fresh as 
in the days of Adam, so the Name of Jesus is-now the same in efficacy 
as when He said: “I am the light of the world” (John viii. 12). Today, 
as in the Middle Ages, power, money and learning are abused. As 
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then power was taken to include the right to tyrannize and crush those 
less fortunate, thus goading them on to desperate deeds of revenge, so 
we of today have our tyrants whose abuse of power is only the more 
sad as it seems even more cruel than in former times. As in those ages, 
state was in arms against state, Guelphs and Ghibellines slaying and 
plundering one another and not sparing even the innocent, so now we 
have the world powers arrayed against one another in a struggle which 
threatens to exceed in violence and destruction all former conflicts. If 
our Blessed Savior were to come on earth in these days, “think you, He 
would find faith upon earth?” Would He not rather be seen weeping 
as He wept over Jerusalem, and uttering the pathetic words He then 
spoke: “If thou hadst known, and that in this thy day, the things that 
are to thy peace” (Luke xix. 42)? And have we not cause to fear — 
dreadful as is the thought — that His sad prediction of the destruction 
of the wicked city of Jerusalem would be pronounced also over those 
peoples of our times who are even more determined in their rejection 
of Him? 

Yet in spite of the signs of evil in our own times, let us not become 
discouraged or depressed. We who are of good faith, who cling to 
God and the things of God, have a mighty weapon for our encourage- 
ment and consolation in the holy Name of Jesus. For the power of 
God is not lessened, and though He seems to allow His enemies to 
triumph, the day of reckoning will come, when the good and the bad 
will be sifted as wheat, to receive their sentence of eternal bliss or 
eternal woe. In the meantime, we know that all power is given to us in 
the holy Name of Jesus. St. Bernardine tells us, as he told the people of 
his own day: “All that God ever did or does, or will do, for our 
salvation, is contained in the Holy Name. This Name holds everything 
in heaven and on earth. All you, whose duties keep you yet in this 
world, if you would succeed in your undertakings, begin all your works 
in the Name of Jesus, as St. Paul teaches: ‘All whatsoever you do in 
word or in work, all things do you in the Name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ’ (Col. iii. 17). For in the words of St. Peter: ‘there is no other 
name under heaven given to man whereby we must be saved’ (Acts 
iv. 12).” 





















/ HAT the old year has brought us, we know very well; 
what the new year will bring, we cannot foretell. 
Whether our hopes will be fulfilled or shattered; whether 
we shall enjoy good health or be visited by serious 
illness; whether prosperity or misfortune shall attend 
us; whether the rainbow of peace will have dispersed 
the clouds of war; whether the end of the year newly 
begun will find us still among the living or numbered 
among those who have entered eternity; — these and many other pos- 
sibilities are shrouded in uncertainty. Everything may turn out quite 
differently than we now think and hope. 

It is a common occurrence in nature, that sometimes the morning 
is beautiful and promising; the sun sends down its friendly rays.upon 
hill and dale and the dew-laden flowers turn heavenward their‘ spring- 
time beauty. But the afternoon, how different! A terrific storm breaks 
and causes great havoc. Similar it is with our mortal life; its con- 
tinuation and end often differ very much from its beginning. But let 
us not be disheartened at the prospect of possible misfortune, nor 
look with dismay into the future. Rather let us begin this new year 
with great courage and confidence in God, under the protecting shield 
of the holy Name of Jesus. 

Then let the new year bring what it may, we will have no cause 
to fear; for if we guard against the source of evil —SIN, all will 
redound to our salvation and blessing. Sin is in reality the only mis- 
fortune, the only evil that can befall us. Sin alone is an abomination 
in the sight of God; sin alone is abhorred and hated by God; sin alone 
is a hindrance to the attainment of our eternal goal. If we guard against 
sin there is in reality no evil that can hurt us. What is otherwise termed 
a misfortune — sickness, loss of material goods, failure in an enterprise, 
the infidelity of friends, neglect, etc., is in reality not a misfortune at 
all. On the contrary, it may be for us a fruitful source of heavenly 
merits and a salutary opportunity to be strengthened in virtue and per- 
fection. Even though we may enjoy the best of health during this new 
year and realize the fulfilment of all our earthly desires, yet it will 
be an unhappy one for us if we live in friendly relations with sin. 
Therefore, let us resolve at the new year’s dawning, firmly and deter- 
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minedly, that during this year we will wage war against sin, especially 
our “pet” sins, our habitual sins. For it is sin alone that can make the 
year an unhappy one. 

Let the new year bring what it will, we will not fear, for we adhere 
to a firm confidence in God. A child clinging to its father’s hand feels 
no fear. Even though the night be dark and foreboding, and the way 
lead through a dense forest, even though the storm rage and howl, 
the presence of its strong and loving father removes all anxiety from 
the child’s heart. : 

Ought it not be thus with us toward God, our Heavenly Father? 
Does He not love us more than the best of earthly fathers could love 
his child? Is His will to make us happy not more eager and deter- 
mined than our own desire for happiness and prosperity? Is He not 
powerful enough to protect us against the enemies of our salvation? 
Is He not just as near, yes, even nearer than an earthly father who holds 
his child by the hand? Then why should we fear and grow faint- 
hearted? Why lose courage and confidence? “The Lord of hosts is 
with us: the God of Jacob is our protector” (Ps. xlv. 8). 

If, therefore, during this year temptations assail us, even though 
they be severe and persistent, let us think: God sees me and loves me; 
He will not permit me to fall. He will sustain me with His grace if 
I humbly pray to Him, walk circumspectly, and offer earnest resistance. 
If crosses and sufferings be our lot, if we meet with adversity, or if 
death robs us of one near and dear to us, let us think: What God does 
is done well, even though we do not understand. With the patient Job 
we shall say: “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; as it 
hath pleased the Lord so is it done; blessed be the Name of the Lord” 
(Job i. 21). If we are thus firmly rooted in confidence in God and 
abandonment to His Divine Will, nothing can harm us, and the new 
year will be for us a good and happy one, no matter how many cares 
and sorrows, crosses and sufferings it may bring. With the Psalmist 
we will joyfully sing: “In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped, let me never 
be confounded” (Ps. xxx. 2). 

Let the new year bring what it may, we will not fear, for as 
faithful children we will firmly adhere to our holy Mother the Church. 
This good Mother possesses means of grace which strengthen us when 
we become weak, uphold and protect us when tempests rage and heal 
us when we are wounded in the conflict. Our holy Church possesses 
the Most Blessed Sacrament, the holy Sacrifice of Mass, in which our 
Divine Savior daily renews His Sacrifice of the Cross in an unbloody 
manner and applies to us its graces and merits; — the Blessed Sacra- 
ment in which Jesus Christ, our God and Savior, out of love for us, 
remains with us in the quiet Tabernacle, day and night. If we con- 
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sider this well, and faithfully adhere to our holy Church, making use 
of the means of grace which she offers us, we shall receive in abun- 
dance strength and zeal for the conscientious fulfilment of our duties, 
as well as consolation and patience in the adversities of life. Many 
martyrs and saints have realized this; many Catholics who through 
a fervent life are endowed with supernatural strength and grace 
experience it constantly. 

These, therefore, are the sentiments which should animate us at 
the beginning of the new year: to guard against sin, especially mortal 
sin, because it is our greatest, yes, our only misfortune; to place a firm, 
unshaken confidence in our dear Lord in all the vicissitudes of this 
life, for He is our refuge and strength; and to be faithful children of 
Holy Church and make good use of the means of grace which she offers 
us. In this way we shall be in a position to overcome all difficulties. 
Come what may, then, the new year will certainly be a good and happy 
one. May it be so for each and every one of the dear friends and 
subscribers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory”! 


mpopoden 
The Realm of Broken Resolutions 





ITH the beginning of each new year comes a seemingly 
new lease on life. It would appear as though the soul 
experiences a mystic death and rises again to a new and 
better life with the beginning of each new period of its 

f) existence. Widespread is the practice, even among non- 
Catholics, of making a series of new resolutions at the 
beginning of each new year. Then all looks bright and 
promising in prospect, even as at the close of the old 
year many things appear dark and disappointing in retrospect. Yet, 
who of us is there that has not experienced the futility of making even 
the best resolutions, unless there be at the same time a firm resolution of 
keeping the resolutions we have made. Who of us is there that has not 
experienced the gradual cooling of fervor, and the slow but sure drop- 
ping away from the line of conduct drawn up for ourselves at the 
beginning of the new year? 

There is a proverb which tells us that the road to hell is paved with 
broken resolutions. The truth of this saying cannot be doubted, for 
surely there are few, if any, thinking persons who would deliberately 
choose to cast themselves into that dismal abode of sorrow and of pain. 
Holy Scripture tells us again that man falleth by little and little. Could 
we open the doors of another prison of pain, a place of purification 
where souls are renewed to the beauty they have lost by sin, purgatory, 
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and interview the inhabitants of that vast antechamber of heaven, 
doubtless we should in many cases be told that it was broken resolutions 
which were responsible for the sad plight of the suffering souls detained 
there. 

Now that we stand at the close of the old year, let us review our 
conduct. Let us recall — if we can — the bright and strong resolutions 
with which we entered upon the beginning of this year that is now at 
anend. Surely we shall become conscious that we have neglected much, 
that our stewardship has not been of the best. But let us not become 
discouraged thereby. Rather let us look confidently toward the begin- 
ning of a new term of life, during which we may make good our 
failures in the past. Let us, after humble prayer for assistance, form 
new resolutions which will be, as it were, a beacon light to guide our 
craft of life across the stormy billows of the new year. We know that 
our little barque of life has already sailed quite a distance over the 
sea of life, but we do not know whether this year it may sink beneath 
the hungry waves of the sea, whether it shall reach safely the harbor 
of eternal life, or whether its wrestling with wind and waves must yet 
continue. How difficult it is to guide our frail vessel and not allow 
it to be swept onto dangerous reefs or to be dashed to pieces against 
cruel cliffs by the siren songs of worldly ambition! Therefore, let us 
never disregard those earnest messengers of warning — our resolutions 
— in order not to travel upon an uncertain road in the path of a future 
which lies before us profoundly obscured and which yet determines 
our eternal destiny. 


Some Important “Pointers” 


Christ Himself gives us one of the first resolutions which should 
help to guide us during the new year. He tells us that “we must watch 
and pray that we enter not into temptation” (Mark xiv. 38). We must 
use violence in order to rouse ourselves from the sleep of ease and 
indifference; we must watch our conduct day by day that we do not go 
by wrong paths to our longed-for eternal goal. Again, Our Savior 
tells us that if today we hear His voice, we harden not our hearts. 
To this end we should form the firm resolution to be converted to God 
with all our hearts in the NOW of the present moment, that we be not 
like the unrepentant sinners who move to and fro between sin and 
conversion, like a reed blown by the wind, living in a condition in 
which we should not dare to appear before the judgment seat of God. 
The importance of making good use of the time given us during life 
is brought home to us by the writings of Anna Catherine Emmerich, 
who tells of a religious person who died, quite suddenly, after having 
led a very pious and charitable life. Nevertheless he was sentenced 
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to purgatory for three days because he had, during life, wasted time in 
the telling of jokes. His sentence was in reality for three years, but 
‘because of prayers and Holy Masses offered for him, his time of purga- 
tion was shortened to three days. After he had spent three days in 
purgatory’s purifying flames, his angel guardian came to release him. 
No sooner had the angel appeared than the soul cried out: “Ah, now 
I understand how even the angels can deceive us. You told me I was 
to remain here but three days, and I have been here so long, so long!” 
The three days in purgatory had seemed an interminable length of time 
to the one suffering there. 

If we but briefly consider such examples, it would seem quite 
impossible to us that we ordinary Christians could possibly escape 
purgatory. Where is the person who does not, time and again, fall 
into small sins and failures, even in spite of the best resolutions? Yet 
for even small sins and imperfections we must render satisfaction. When 
we remember the 150,000 persons who die daily, and consider that 
should only one-third of them have to endure the purifications of pur- 
gatory, we can begin to understand the immense numbers of souls 
consigned to that place of suffering. For theologians tell us that, though 
many who die are admitted immediately into heaven, and some are 
sentenced forever to the place of eternal woe, the greater majority are 
dispatched to purgatory to be prepared for heavenly bliss. Hence, it 
would be well for us, who are yet in a position of receiving any one 
of these three sentences, to pray daily, especially during the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, for a pure heart, a merciful judgment and ad- 
mittance into heaven without a protracted purgatory. And may it be 
one of our firm resolutions to be fervent and faithful in lending our 
assistance to those who even now are suffering the consequences of 
lightly broken resolutions, by offering prayers and alms in their behalf, 
as we shall one day be longing for assistance from those who still walk 
the ways of earth. 

apo 


Your Gucharistic Sentinel 


N OUR three sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, the 

flickering flames of many lighted candles bear silent but 

eloquent testimony of the love glowing in faithful hearts 
for the God of love there enthroned. Would you not like 
to be represented by one of these Eucharistic sentinels? 


For an offering of 50¢, a large wax candle will be 
burned a day and a night for your intention; for $3.50, 
one week; and for $12.00, an entire .month. 





Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








268 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Two Important Documents 





}0 VARIED are the opinions on all issues of today, and 
j so confused and conflicting the ideas of men of the world, 
that one can scarcely trace through the complicated web 
of human affairs the silver thread of truth. But there 
is one voice which rings clearly and convincingly above 
the babel of human discussions and dissensions, freighted 
with truth and sincerity, and free from all human re- 
spect and partisanship — the voice of the Vicar of Christ. 
However desperate and disastrous the conditions of the world may 
seem, however frantic and confused the exponents of various political 
creeds may grow, the Pope retains his poise and his serenity, facing 
the difficulties with a calm assurance that has its source in a never- 
failing trust in Divine Providence. Standing above all public disputes 
and passions, the Father of all Christendom speaks — to use the words 
of our present Holy Father —“in the Name of God, from whom all 
paternity in heaven and earth is named; in the Name of Jesus Christ 
Our Lord, who desired that all men be brothers; in the Name of the 
Holy Ghost, the Gift of God Most High, the inexhaustible source of 
love in the hearts of men” (Peace Message of August 24, 1939). 

Again and again our most revered and beloved Holy Father, 
Pope Pius XII, has raised his voice in the cause of peace, in order that, 
as he himself declared in his peace message of the above date, “through 
Our voice you may hear the voice of that Christ from whom the world 
received the most exalted example of living, and in whom millions 
and millions of souls repose their trust — in a crisis in which His word 
alone is capable of mastering all the tumultuous disturbances of the 
earth.” 

It is no exaggeration to say that the Holy Father sees the situation 
more clearly than any of the world’s rulers; he has the full picture of 
the woes of the world, poured into his sympathetic ear by representa- 
tives of every nation, and he above all others is qualified to point the 
way to peace. 





*Summi Pontificatus”’ 


On October 27th, just previous to the Feast of Christ the King, 
Pope Pius XII addressed to the Prelates of the Universal Church, and 
through them to the whole Catholic world, his first Encyclical letter, 
entitled as above from the two Latin words with which it commences. 
In this Encyclical the Holy Father clearly and forcibly defines the 
function of the state in the modern world, gives a fearless exposition of 
the abuses of power which have brought about the present state of 
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turmoil among peoples and nations, and suggests the remedies by which 
the wounds of the world can be healed. Doubtless our readers have 
already made a careful study of this venerable document and have 
taken deeply to heart the sublime message which it imparts to all man- 
kind. Nevertheless a brief review of its contents may help to engrave 
it more deeply in our memories and thus dispose us to abide by its 
principles the more steadfastly. 

In the opening paragraphs of the Encyclical, it will be remembered, 
the Holy Father pays eloquent and glowing tribute to Christ the King, 
under whose Divine seal this, his first Encyclical, is placed. He ex- 
presses the ardent wish that all mankind may receive abundant blessings 
from Christ the King, and that the faithful of all peoples and all 
nations will gather around the throne of the Eternal King in adoration 
and reparation, to renew now and forever their oath of allegiance to 
Him and to His law of truth and love. He prays that the feast of the 
Kingship may be a day of grace for the lukewarm, for the weary, and 
for the afflicted, and his paternal heart expresses tender solicitude 
also for those who have not known Christ or who have lost Him, that 
their hearts may be filled with “a homesickness that impels them to 
return to Him who from His sorrowful throne of the Cross thirsts 
for their souls also, and who is consumed by a desire to become for 
them, too, ‘the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.’ ” 

After expressing his gratitude for the many testimonies of filial 
attachment to the Church and to the Vicar of Christ accorded him upon 
the occasion of his election and coronation, the Holy Father proceeds 
to outline the aim of His Pontificate, namely, to give testimony of the 
truth, even as Christ Himself gave such testimony. “We feel,” he 
said, “that We owe no greater debt to Our office and to Our time than 
to testify to the truth with Apostolic firmness. This duty necessarily 
entails the exposition and confutation of errors and human faults; for 
these must be made known before it is possible to tend and to heal 
them... In the fulfilment of this, Our duty, We shall not let Ourselves 
be influenced by earthly considerations nor be held back by mistrust 
or opposition, by rebuffs or lack of appreciation of Our words, nor yet 
by fear of misconceptions and misinterpretations. We shall fulfil Our 
duty, animated ever with that paternal charity which, while it suffers 
from the evils which afflict Our children, at the same time points out 
to them the remedy; We shall strive to imitate the Divine Model of 
shepherds, Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who is light as well as love: 
‘doing the truth in charity’ (Ephes. iv. 15).” 

The Holy Father then proceeds, like a skilled physician, to 
diagnose the hidden needs and sores of the world and to prescribe 
remedies — not according to political norms, but according to the 





270 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


eternal truths of God. Among the evils denounced are the widespread 
efforts to dethrone Christ; the denial and rejection of the moral law; 
the breaking down of private and public order through the overthrow 
of the principles of morality; excessive nationalism, which loses sight 
of the unity of the human race, derived from one common origin in 
God; and totalitarianism. The latter, he said, divorces civil authority 
from every kind of dependence upon a Supreme Being, and so to say, 
deifies the state, elevating it to that supreme authority which belongs 
exclusively to God, and encroaches upon the God-given rights of 
individuals and of parents in the education of their children. 

In conclusion the Holy Father prescribes the remedies for the 
evils from which human society suffers so grievously at the present 
day. He points out that if the world is to be saved, it will be only 
through a return to the eternal principles of truth and justice of which 
the Catholic Church has ever been the custodian. The Encyclical con- 
cludes in a hopeful tone, expressive of trust in Almighty God, “who 
holds in His hands the happiness and the fortunes of nations,” and 
for whose omnipotence “even the obstacles are means to mould affairs 
and events and to direct minds and free wills to His all-high purposes.” 
At the end the Holy Father makes an earnest plea for the prayers of 
all the faithful “that God in His mercy may shorten the days of trial,” 
and especially he pleads for the prayers of the “white legions of 
children who are so loved and dear to Jesus,” whose suppliant innocence 


_ God cannot resist. 





The entire Encyclical is an outpouring of the solicitude of a 
devoted spiritual father for his children, for their temporal as well 
as their spiritual welfare. And that solicitude extends also to those 
who are outside the true fold, “who, not belonging to the visible body 
of the Catholic Church, have given noble and sincere expression to 
their appreciation of all that unites them in love for the Person of 


Christ or in belief in God.” 


*‘Sertum Laetitiae Sanctae”’ 


Only a few days after issuing his Encyclical to the whole Church, 
the Holy Father addressed a second one to the Hierarchy of the Church 
in America, in commemoration of the one hundred and fiftieth anni- 
versary of the founding of the hierarchy in our country. This second 
Encyclical, “Sertum Laetitiae Sanctae — The Crown of Holy Joy,” 
will be the subject of further comment in our February issue, since 
space does not permit our entering into details here. As it deals largely 
with Christian education and Catholic Action, topics which are usually 
treated of in our February number, it will lend itself well to our usual 
program. 
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NOTE: The Encyclical ‘“Summi Pontificatus’” has been published in 

pamphlet form, with a study outline in the back, and is avail- 
able at the low price of 10¢, plus 2¢ for postage. We earnestly exhort 
all our dear readers to procure a copy for themselves, and to make 
it the subject of careful study, so that its beautiful doctrine may 
become the guide to true peace and happiness, both for time and 
eternity. Orders for the booklet should be addressed to: Press Dept. 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, 1312 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 


pope 


Muthuswami, the Forester* 


Continued 


UTHUSWAMI closed his eyes for a moment, as if in 
recollection. The human wall behind pressed still closer: 
evidently this was what the convicts were most anxious 
for. I shall never forget those eager faces, those eyes 
fixed on the dying man with such intense curiosity, and 
that breathless silence. 

At last Muthuswami began: “I was a forester in 
Coimbatore. I drew a very good pay. I enjoyed the 
confidence and friendship of my superiors, and was very 
happy. I feared the gods and worshiped them as well 
as I knew how: and I grew fat and stout. (This is looked upon by 
the Indians as a sign of prosperity, happiness and Divine favor.) One 
day I received a present from an English engineer, which was a dozen 
European eggs good for hatching. I gave them to a good hen to sit 
upon, and when the chicks broke the shell and came out, I was 
delighted. I was always very fond of every kind of bird and beast, 

and I used to count my chickens, and feed or caress them; and they 

grew into fine fowls. But when they began to wander about, the 
prander (a small and very rapacious eagle, which is one of the Indian 
gods) swooped down upon them and took first one and then another, 
till I was in great distress. In spite of all my watchfulness and care, 
in a few days I had only one chicken left of the whole lot. One 
morning I was going out to the forest with my gun loaded as usual. 

I drove the dear chick and its mother under the bushes that it might 

be well sheltered. As it was running before me from one bush to 

another, crossing a small glade, a rustle passed over my head, and in 

a sweep as rapid as lightning the prander had carried away in its claws 

the last of my poor chickens. But as rapidly also did my gun, almost 

of itself, aim at the captor and fire off...’ 

Here Muthuswami, exhausted and overpowered with emotion, 
stopped awhile. Then, encouraged with a kind word and a sympathizing 
look, he continued: ‘‘The smoke of the powder had not yet cleared away 





* This true story is related by Father Justin Dupuy, 8.J., who labored as a 
missionary in India from 1866 to 1876. It is reprinted here with due regard to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII, which hold that private revelations, in so far as the 
Church has not passed upon them, deserve only human credence. 
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before me, when, a little way off, I heard the thud caused by the fall 
of the dead body. It was the prander! O Father, at that moment 
a thousand times would I have chosen to fall dead myself!”’ 


“I Killed My God!” 


“The idea of having killed my god made me like a madman. I did 
not know what to do. I had no peace, no rest, no appetite, no sleep. 
It seemed to me as if all the other gods were pursuing me to punish 
me for my crime. I thought that after awhile my grief would diminish 
by degrees. But no: the horror of my crime seemed to increase every 
day. I began to grow lean and to waste away. After some time, 
unable to endure it any longer, I asked for a month’s leave, which was 
readily granted to me, in the hope that a change would do me good, 
and I came over to Trichinopoly. The change, however, brought me 
neither appetite nor peace of mind; remorse was in my heart, and the 
vengeance of the gods seemed to pursue me, inexorable, relentless, 
and all-powerful. I was persuaded that I had committed a crime to 
which no other sin could be compared. Father, I had always tried to 
be good. Though an ignorant pagan, I had carefully avoided everything 
that I thought to be wrong. I had been scrupulously honest in all 
my dealings, and had carefully observed all the ceremonies and 
prescriptions of the religion in which I had been brought up. And 
therefore it was that this crime of mine, as I then considered it, made 
me so dreadfully unhappy. 

“TI had been in Trichinopoly only three days, and was really dying 
of grief. Oh, if only I had then found a priest to whom I could have 
opened my heart! On the evening of the fourth day, I was lying on 
my mat, a prey to my gnawing thoughts of sorrow and remorse, sleep- 
less and miserable, when I heard the noise of a troop of people around 
the hut; then the door burst open, and three policemen rushed upon 
me as upon a great culprit, bound my hands very tightly behind my 
back, and rudely dragged me to the district jail. I thought it was the 
gods, and was almost glad, in the hope that they would accept this 
unjust suffering as an atonement for my sin. However, the misery 
I endured in that cell brought no relief to my mind, and I grew more 
and more wretched. Then came the trial. I was so utterly bewildered 
that I hardly knew what charge they brought against me. The real 
culprit or his friends must have found out that I was a stranger in 
the place, and caused the suspicion to fall upon me. False witnesses 
were readily found, who swore to endless falsehoods about me, and 
when I was asked what I had to say in reply, I answered, ‘Nothing.’ ”’ 

Here I interrupted Muthuswami to inquire: ‘‘But when the 
crime in question was committed, were you not in the Coimbatore 
district?”’ 

“Yes, Father.” 

“Then why on earth did you not say that you were not in the 
town at the time of the crime? You could have gotten plenty of 
witnesses to vouch for your good character and to prove your presence 
in Coimbatore.” 

“Yes, I could have done so most easily; but remember, Father, that 
I considered myself far more guilty than those false witnesses made 
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me out to be. I thought heaven was condemning me, not the judge, 
and I hoped by accepting the punishment in silence I should appease 
the Divine wrath. I was condemned to twenty years’ confinement and 
hard labor. I consequently was sent here, and expected somehow that 
in the jail I should find at last the inward peace without which I could 
not live. Father, do not be angry, or laugh at my simplicity. Have 
I not found something better than anything I then knew of? Oh, 
I am now so very, very happy!...’’ 

He paused a long while. It is beyond my power to give you an 
idea of the intensity of eagerness with which that compact mass of 
criminals was listening to the story of their brother convict — a tale, 
alas! so different, in its innocence, from their own. Muthuswami con- 
tinued: ‘‘In the beginning I was not happier here than I had been any- 
where else, since I had killed what I thought was my god, the prander. 
On the contrary, my wish was to die. Though everybody was kind 
to me, and the fetters were removed from me after the first few days, 
I was pining away more rapidly than before. One night everybody in 
the ward was fast asleep; I had been making fruitless efforts to do 
the same and find rest, when a most extraordinary thing happened. 
O Father, I cannot say this!... I have never said it yet to any human 
being... No word in my native tongue will express it...” 


A Vision of Light 

He paused for a moment, and then exclaimed: ‘‘O Divine Mother, 
help me!... On the wall opposite me I suddenly saw a light —a light 
different from that of the sun, or of the moon, or of the stars, or of 
the fire. All the lights I had ever seen in my life were darkness com- 
pared to this; and though so bright and beautiful, instead of blinding 
my eyes, it eased and steadied them. And as that light filled me with 
a happiness I had never known before, I went to the wall to touch it; 
yet I touched nothing but the bare wall, so I came back to my mat 
to enjoy the light. It had now taken an almost oval form, That 
light, which certainly was not of earth, I drank in with a kind of 
avidity which filled my whole being. It was a rapture and a joy 
beyond anything I had ever imagined. No words that I know can 
describe it. Still it was nothing compared to what followed...’’ 

Muthuswami was now gasping for breath — the bare recollection 
of what had taken place caused an emotion which was too great for 
his exhausted frame. I was afraid he was going to faint, perhaps 
never to recover, and almost repented having asked him to tell his 
story. The extraordinary expression of his countenance, however, made 
me hope it was only a passing exhaustion caused by the depth of his 
feelings, and I prayed with my whole heart that Our Lord would give 
him strength to continue. To be concluded 
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A Message from Pope Leo XIII* 


Continued 





The Mystery of Faith 
OREOVER, in this most admirable Sacrament, which is 
the chief means whereby men are engrafted on the Divine 
nature, men also find the most efficacious help towards 
progress in every kind of virtue; and first of all, in 
faith. In all ages faith has been attacked; for although 
it elevates the human mind by bestowing on it the 
knowledge of the highest truths, yet because, while it 
makes known the existence of Divine mysteries, it yet leaves in obscurity 
the mode of their being, it is therefore thought to degrade the intellect. 
But whereas in past times particular articles of faith have been made 
by turns the object of attack, the seat of war has since been enlarged 
and extended, until it has come to this, that men deny altogether that 
there is anything above and beyond nature. Now nothing can be 
better adapted. to promote a renewal of the strength and fervor of 
faith in the human mind than the mystery of the Eucharist, the 
“Mystery of Faith,” as it has been most appropriately called. For in 
this one mystery the entire supernatural order, with all its wealth 
and variety of wonders, is in a manner summed up and contained: “He 
hath made a remembrance of His wonderful works, a merciful and 
gracious Lord; He hath given food to them that fear Him” (Psalm cx. 
4,5). For whereas God has subordinated the whole supernatural order 
to the Incarnation of His Word, in virtue whereof salvation has been 
restored to the human race, according to those words of the Apostle: 
“He hath purposed... to re-establish all things in Christ, that are in 
heaven and on earth, in Him” (Eph. i. 9-10), the Eucharist, according 
to the testimony of the holy Fathers, should be regarded as in a manner 
a continuation and extension of the Incarnation. For in and by It the 
substance of the Incarnate Word is united with individual men, and 
the supreme Sacrifice offered on Calvary is in a wondrous manner 
renewed, as was signified beforehand by Malachy in the words: “In 
every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered to My Name a pure 
oblation” (Mal. i. 11). And this miracle, itself the very greatest of 
its kind, is accompanied by innumerable other miracles: for here all 
the laws of nature are suspended; the whole substance of the bread 
and wine is changed into the Body and the Blood; the species of 
bread and wine are sustained by the Divine power without support 
of any underlying substance; the Body of Christ is present in many 








*Encyclical Letter on “‘The Most Holy Eucharist.” 
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places at the same time, that is to say, wherever the Sacrament is con- 
secrated. And in order that human reason may the more willingly pay 
its homage to this great mystery, there have not been wanting, as an 
aid to faith, certain prodigies wrought in His honor, both in ancient 
times and in our own, of which in more than one place there exist 
public and notable records and memorials. It is plain that by this 
Sacrament faith is fed, 
in it the mind finds its 
nourishment, the objec- 
tions of rationalists are 
brought to naught, and 
abundant light is thrown 
on the supernatural 
order. But that decay of 
faith in Divine things 
of which we have spok- 
en is the effect not only 
of pride, but also of 
moral corruption. For 
if it is true that a 
strict morality improves 
the quickness of man’s 
intellectual powers, and 
if on the other hand, as 
the maxims of pagan 
philosophy and the ad- 
monitions of Divine 
wisdon combine to teach 
us, the keenness of the 
mind is blunted by 
bodily pleasures, how 
“I am the Bread of Life.” much more, in the re- 

gion of revealed truths, 

do these same pleasures, obscure the light of faith, or even, by the just 
judgment of God, entirely extinguish it. For these pleasures at the 
present day an insatiable appetite rages, infecting all classes as with an 
infectious disease, even from tender years. Yet even for so terrible an 
evil there is a remedy close at hand in the Divine Eucharist. For ac- 
cording to the words of St. Augustine, who says, speaking of charity, 
“As it grows, lust diminishes; when it reaches perfection, lust is no 
more.” Moreover, the most chaste Flesh of Jesus keeps down the 
rebellion of our flesh, as St. Cyril of Alexandria taught, “For Christ 
abiding in us lulls to sleep the law of the flesh which rages in our 
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members.” Then, too, the special and most pleasant fruit of the 
Eucharist is that which is signified in the words of the prophet: “What 
is the good thing of Him,” that is, of Christ, “and what is His beautiful 
thing, but the corn of the elect and the wine that engendereth virgins” 
(Zach. ix. 17), producing, in other words, that flower and fruitage of 
a strong and constant purpose of virginity which, even in an age 
enervated by luxury, is daily multiplied and spread abroad in the 
Catholic Church, with those advantages to religion and to human society, 
wherever it is found, which are plain to see. 

To this it must be added that by this same Sacrament our hope of 
everlasting blessedness, based on our trust in the Divine assistance, 
is wonderfully strengthened. For the edge of that longing for happi- 
ness which is so deeply rooted in the hearts of all men from their 
birth is whetted even more and more by the experience of the deceitful- 
ness of earthly goods, by the unjust violence of wicked men, and by all 
those other afflictions to which mind and body are subject. Now the 
venerable Sacrament of the Eucharist is both the source and the pledge 
of blessedness and of glory, and this, not for the soul alone, but for 
the body also. For it enriches the soul with an abundance of heavenly 
blessings, and fills it with a sweet joy which far surpasses man’s hope 
and expectations; it sustains him in adversity, strengthens him in the 
spiritual combat, preserves him for life everlasting, and as a special 
provision for the journey accompanies him thither. And in the frail 
and perishable body, that Divine Host, which is the immortal Body 
of Christ, implants a principle of resurrection, a seed of immortality, 
which one day must germinate. That to this source man’s soul and 
body will be indebted for both these boons has been the constant 
teaching of the Church, which has dutifully reaffirmed the affirmation 
of Christ: “He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood hath ever- 
lasting life; and J will raise him up at the last day” (John vi. 55). 

In connection with this matter it is of importance to consider that 
in the Eucharist, seeing that it is instituted by Christ as “a perpetual 
memorial of His passion,” there is proclaimed to the Christian the 
necessity of a salutary self-chastisement. For Jesus said to those first 
priests of His: “Do this in memory of Me” (Luke xxii. 18) ; that is to 
say, do this for the commemoration of My pains, My sorrows, My 
grievous afflictions, My death upon the Cross. Wherefore this Sacra- 
ment is at the same time a Sacrifice, seasonable throughout the entire 
period of our penance; and it is likewise a standing exhortation to 
all manner of toil, and a solemn and severe rebuke to those carnal 
pleasures which some are not ashamed so highly to praise and extol: 
“As often as ye shall eat this Bread, and drink this Chalice, ye shall 
announce the death of the Lord, until He come” (1 Cor. xi. 26). 











“(We yer Baits: 
Be Stav 
—eige 


OLLOWING the guidance of a great, luminous star, the three 

Wise Men of old journeyed mile upon mile in search of the 

new-born King of the Jews, who the prophecies foretold would 

be born in the City of David. When at length they had reached 

the Holy City, Jerusalem, their beacon-light disappeared, and 
they- were forced to inquire from the learned men of the city the where- 
abouts of the King they were seeking. Well known is the Gospel 
account of the remainder of their journey to the feet of the Infant 
Savior, where “falling down they adored Him, and opening their 
treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold, frankincense and myrrh” 
(Matt. ii. 12). 

The coming of the kings of the earth to adore the King of heaven 
and earth is yearly commemorated by Holy Church in the great feast 
of the Epiphany, which liturgically is of higher rank than the feast 
of the Nativity of Christ. The Epiphany or “manifestation” of Our 
Savior to the Gentiles, in the persons of the three Magi, is of such 
importance to the Christian world that Holy Church has made the 
commemoration of the event a feast of great solemnity, though the 
feast of Christmas is usually celebrated with more festivity than that 
of the Epiphany, January 6th. As the Nativity celebrates mystically 
the union of the Divinity with the humanity of Christ, so the Epiphany 
celebrates the mystic union of the souls of men with Jesus, Our Savior. 

King David, the royal psalmist of old, sang of the coming of the 
three kings, as though he actually saw in vision all that was to 
transpire. He tells us in Psalm seventy-one, verses ten to twelve, that 
“the kings of Tharsis and the islands shall offer presents: the kings 
of the Arabians and of Saba shall bring gifts: and all kings of the 
earth shall adore Him: all nations shall serve Him.’’ Though it has 
been true in past ages that all kings of the earth have served Him, 
what a sad contrast we see in our own day! The rulers and powerful 
ones of the earth are, for the most part, so taken up with material 
ambitions, the “serving of idols’ as St. Paul says, that they have no 
time nor inclination to give service to the King of kings. They have 
turned away from Him, the Prince of Peace, and as a consequence, the 
world is plunged into a chaos of war with all its attendant horrors. 
Ah, would that those who are responsible for such havoc would, this 
Epiphany, behold the mystic star of the great King, that they, too, 
might come, with their gifts of repentance and peace, to adore Him. 
Surely, there could be no more appropriate prayer in preparation for 
the feast than this! For that intention, let us often recite the beau- 
tiful Collect of the Mass for the feast: “O God, who on this day by 
the guidance of a star didst reveal Thine only-begotten Son to the 
Gentiles, mercifully grant that we who know Thee now by faith may 
be led on to the contemplation of the beauty of Thy majesty. Through 
the same Christ Our Lord.” 
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Our Cover Design 


month. There we see a representation of the star which led the three 

Magi to Jesus. Just beneath is the inscription: “Vidimus stellam ejus in 
oriente — We have seen His star in the east.’ The central portion of the 
design depicts the gifts which Holy Scripture mentions that the three Magi 
brought to the new-born King: gold, frankincense and myrrh. The gift of 
gold was made as a symbol of Christ’s Divine Kingship, the incense signified 
the Godhead of Christ, the second Person of the Adorable Trinity, and the 
myrrh was indicative of the humanity of Christ, which He assumed in order 
to pay the penalty of our sins. The inscription at the base of the design 
reads: “Et venimus cum muneribus adorare Dominum—and are come with 
gifts to adore the Lord” (Matt. ii. 2). 


mhopope 


S IGNIFICANT of the feast of the Epiphany is our cover design for this 


A ‘New Era’”’ Inaugurated in Tucson 


UESDAY, November 7th, marked “the beginning of a new 
era in the history of the Tucson Diocese.” So said the 
zealous Bishop of that vast mission diocese as with 
joyful heart he presided at the ceremony of breaking 
ground for the new Sanctuary and Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration in Tucson. With the glow of Eucharistic love 
in his eyes, and with the force of Eucharistic devotedness 
in his words, His Excellency, the Most Reverend Daniel J. Gercke, 
addressed the group of clergy, religious and lay persons who had 
assembled upon the building site for the brief but impressive ceremony. 

“You are sowing today for unborn generations,” said His 
Excellency. “God grant that, as the years go on, love in the hearts of 
our people may increase with the years... Today, then, will mark the 
beginning of a new era in the history of the Tucson Diocese, when, ‘Ad 
majorem Dei gloriam —For the greater glory of God,’ we turn the 
first spadeful of earth for the new Benedictine Chapel and Convent of 
Perpetual Adoration. May St. Catherine of Siena assist and present 
to our Divine Lord the big desire of the bishop, the priests, the sisters 
and the people, that today’s ceremony may be the commencement of 
many and new graces for us all. Considering the great work which 
now lies ahead of us, I place this undertaking under the patronage of 
St. Catherine of Siena... She, too, was a great lover of the Divine 
Sacrament of Love. Under the patronage of this great worker, we 
will begin today, and it will be brought to a happy conclusion. .. 

“Let us raise our hearts in thanksgiving to Almighty God today 
that He has given us the blessing of this community of Benedictine 
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Sisters of Perpetual Adoration whose days and nights are spent in 
perpetual adoration of Christ with us in the Holy Eucharist. Let us 
appreciate the privilege, and prove our love by our visits, especially 
as a suitable preparation for that day when each one of us must stand 
before Almighty God and render an account of our life —and our 
appreciation of the Blessed Sacrament. . .” 

The Bishop of Tucson, like many another far-seeing shepherd of 
souls, realizes the necessity of prayer for the successful development 
of his great diocese, which embraces a large section of missionary 








Architect’s drawing of the new Convent in Tucson. 
The Chapel will form a corresponding wing at the left. 


territory in the southwestern portion of our country. Like the great 
missionary bishop, Cardinal Lavigerie, he considers the power of 
prayer of paramount importance for obtaining God’s blessing upon 
all his undertakings for the welfare of his diocese. When Cardinal 
Lavigerie espoused the cause of the African Missions, his zeal urged 
him to go from door to door to collect funds for the benefit of his new 
field of labor. After he had acquired a considerable sum, it was thought 
he would immediately apply it to active work for the missions. But 
no, with the first funds he had collected the Cardinal founded a convent 
of Carmelite nuns in Carthage. His first act was to arrange for clois- 
tered religious to go to the new field and there draw down heaven’s 
blessings upon the future laborers by their life of prayer. 

When the late Cardinal Mundelein was appointed Archbishop of 
Chicago, one of his first official acts was to inaugurate Perpetual 
Adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament in his see city. He knew 
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the power of prayer; he knew that heaven’s blessings must be bought 
by prayer and sacrifice for the works he was about to undertake for 
the glory of God, the salvation of souls, and the welfare of humanity. 

The sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration founded four years ago is 
much appreciated by the people in Tucson and its vicinity. They con- 
sider it a rare privilege to have in their midst a chapel wherein the 
Blessed Sacrament is daily exposed, and have proved their appreciation 
by the fidelity and zeal with which they have vied with one another 
in adoring the Sacrament of Love. Nevertheless, because Tucson is 
in the mission section of the country, the people, to their great regret, 
do not have the means to contribute substantially toward a permanent 
sanctuary, as it is necessary for them first to build up their own parishes. 
Naturally, then, the question of financing the new building looms large 
before us. Yet, with the great St. Teresa, who founded thirty-three 
convents with, one might say, nothing, we cast our care upon the Omni- 
potent God, confident that whatever is undertaken for pure love of 
Him will certainly be brought to a successful conclusion. It is upon 
the Providence of God, omnipotent as well as loving, that we rely for 
assistance in raising the sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson. 

This sanctuary will be for the benefit not only of the people 
of Tucson who will share with the Benedictine Adorers the sublime 
privilege of offering homage and adoration to our Sacramental God 
enthroned there on His throne of mercy and love; rather, the graces 
and blessings radiating from this Eucharistic Shrine will redound to 
all the faithful, in virtue of the Communion of Saints, whereby each 
faithful member of the Catholic Church becomes a sharer in the good 
works offered by all the other members. From this throne of Divine 
mercy and love, graces will stream to the ends of the earth, to impart 
strength, consolation, joy and perseverance in the trials of life. 

God has His own way of moving hearts, and has already inspired 
many noble souls to contribute toward the erection of this sanctuary. 
What an opportunity is here offered to Catholics, in whose hearts the 
Faith is a living, creative force, Catholics who through the bounty 
of God are blessed with the goods of this world and doubly blessed 
with love of their holy religion and a special love for the Holy 
Eucharist, to become instruments of God's will in realizing this hope 
for the glory of our Hidden God! 

The enclosed Supplement, which contains a diagram of the 
beautiful heart-monstrance designed for the exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament in the new Sanctuary, will explain the gift of gratitude 
which will be made in return to all who contribute toward the building 
fund. Any gift, large or small, will be received with heartfelt gratitude. 


opopope 




















Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


The Apostles’ Creed 
FourTH ARTICLE 


Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
Continued 


T WAS upon the Cross that Our Savior exhibited most 
prominently His threefold character of Prophet, High 
Priest and King. ‘‘Every high priest,’’ says St. Paul, in 
substance, “is a mediator between God and man’’ (cf. 
Hebr. v. 1). Upon the Cross Jesus fully assumed His 
office of mediator between His Heavenly Father and sin- 
ful mankind by offering His Precious Blood and His 
most holy life in atonement for the sins of the world. 
It was there that He, the Eternal High Priest, “holy, 

innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and made higher than the 

heavens” (Hebr. vii. 26), most efficaciously pleaded our cause with 

His Heavenly Father. By His Sacrifice on the Cross, as the Divine 

Mediator and the Head of the human race, He rendered superabundant 

satisfaction to Divine Justice for the sins of the whole world, and 

merited for all mankind the graces necessary for their salvation. 

It was as High Priest that Christ accomplished our Redemption in 
the true sense of the word. As such He offered to His Heavenly Father 
the infinitely perfect Sacrifice of the Cross, being Himself also the holy 
and unspotted Victim. His whole life, from the moment of His incar- 
nation, was indeed a life of sacrifice, whereby He offered satisfaction 
for the sins of mankind; but the sacrificial death wherewith He crowned 
His life was above all a true sacrifice, and therefore it is to His death 
in particular that the Scriptures ascribe the work of our Redemption. 

The smallest suffering, even a single drop of His Blood, according 
to St. Thomas Aquinas, would have served superabundantly as a ransom 
for the sins of the whole world; but Jesus wished, by this most painful 
and ignominious death, to reveal to us the immensity, the infinitude 
of His love, and thereby to awaken in our hearts a return of love. He 
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wished, further, to place before us the more clearly the inviolable 
sanctity and justice of God on the one hand, and the abyss of our 
misery on the other; and finally, He wished to impress upon us the 
value and dignity of our immortal soul and to inspire us with an in- 
tense hatred of sin, from which we were redeemed at so great a price. 

At the very hour in which Christ was to die the redeeming death 
of the Cross, He had Himself publicly and officially proclaimed a king. 
According to custom, an inscription had been fastened to His Cross, 
announcing the grounds for which He had been condemned. At Pilate’s 
direction, this inscription had been written in three languages — Latin, 
Greek and Hebrew — the official tongue, the one used in ordinary inter- 
course, and the language of court. It read: “Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews.”’ Though the enemies of Christ protested, saying it should 
read: “He said: I am the King of the Jews’ (John xix. 21), Pilate 
refused to make any change. And thus, unknown to himself and to his 
contemporaries, he, in his capacity of Roman Governor, the representa- 
tive of the sovereign power that ruled the world in that day, carried 
out the designs of Divine Providence by officially proclaiming the 
Kingship of Christ in all the principal languages of the world. 

In reflecting upon the Passion and Death of Our Savior, we are 
prone to give our whole attention to His sufferings and to overlook His 
kingly character. Yet it is precisely in His Passion and Death that His 
Kingship is shown forth. The Church beautifully expresses this truth 
in the Preface of the Mass of the Kingship: ‘‘... that, offering Himself 
a spotless Victim and peace offering on the altar of the Cross, He 
should accomplish the sacrifice of man’s Redemption, and deliver to 
the Divine Majesty an eternal and everlasting kingdom, a kingdom of 
truth and life, a kingdom of holiness and grace, a kingdom of justice, 
love and peace...’’ Early Christian art frequently depicted Our Cru- 
cified Savior in kingly vestments, with a royal diadem upon His head. 

The question of Christ’s royal rank and power was cast into the 
world by the Magi coming from the East to adore the new-born King 
of the Jews. Their gifts, the royal homage which they paid to the 
Divine Babe, and the marvelous star that led them to Bethlehem, no 
less than their own royal dignity, shed a regal lustre into the humble 
dwelling in which the Infant Jesus lay in the manger. But a cloud of 
poverty soon veiled the royal power and grandeur of the Savior, and 
when on one occasion during His public life the people sought to make 
Him king, He went away and hid Himself. But the moment the Passion 
began, the question of Christ’s Kingship was raised again, and like a 
golden thread ran through all the disgraceful scenes and bloody 
abominations. And when at last He was raised upon the Cross, the 
official inscription above His head bore silent but eloquent testimony 
to His regal dignity. As the appearance of a miraculous star had 
proclaimed the birth of the Divine King, so now the eclipse of the 
sun proclaimed His death. He was the spiritual Light of the world, 
and thus it was right that the sun, the source of its material light, 
should mourn at His departure. 

The soldiers who had crucified Our Savior, according to a custom 
permitting the executioners to take possession of the property of those 
whom they executed, divided among themselves, by lot, the garments 
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of the innocent Lamb of God. His seamless tunic, however, they did 
not divide, but drew lots for it separately, thereby fulfilling another 
prophecy which the royal psalmist had made concerning the Messiah: 
“They parted My garments amongst them; and upon My vesture they 
cast lots’ (Ps. xxi. 19). Thus we see that throughout the Life, Passion 
and Death of Christ, no detail of the prophecies concerning the Messiah 
was left unfulfilled; and had not the enemies of Christ been blinded by 
hatred and passion, they must certainly have recognized in Him the 
Prophet of prophets —the Promised One of God. 

It was deeply significant, also, that Christ died upon the “tree’”’ of 
the Cross; for, as the second Adam, He thereby atoned for the first 
Adam’s transgression through the tree in paradise. And as by the 
first tree, death had come into the world, so by the tree of the Cross 
life was restored. Thus the tree of the Cross became the true ‘“‘tree 
of life,’’ as the Church prays in the Preface of the Holy Cross: “...Thou 
hast raised up the salvation of mankind on the tree of the Cross, so 
that whence death came, thence life also might arise, and that he that 
overcame by the tree, (Satan), on the tree might also be overcome. . .”’ 


The Seven Last Words 


As the wood of the Cross was the throne from which the Divire 
King inaugurated His reign, so it was also the pulpit from which He 
preached His last and most eloquent sermon, giving utterance to those 
seven mysterious, priestly prayers for His disciples and for all the 
faithful of future ages, for the universal Church and her hierarchy, 
and for His enemies, past, present and future. Those seven last words, 
as it were, draw aside the veil shrouding the innermost sanctuary of 
the Divine Heart, and permit us to catch a glimpse of the treasures 
of mercy and love harbored there. 

The first lesson which Jesus announced from the pulpit of the 
Cross, was forgiveness and love of enemies: “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do” (Luke xxiii. 34). Again and again 
during His teaching ministry He had impressed this lesson upon His 
disciples. Now, when He was about to leave the world, He crowned 
His teaching by the most sublime example, not only forgiving those 
who had so grievously injured Him, but even seeking to excuse them 
in the eyes of His Heavenly Father. These heroic words of forgiveness 
revealed the sublimity of Christ’s character and the immensity of His 
goodness, and like rays of sunlight shining through the darkness, gave 
promise of the universal pardon of all mankind. We, too, should 
often utter this prayer for the enemies of Christ in our day —a prayer 
most pleasing to the Heavenly Father, as was revealed to a privileged 
soul. ; 
This heroic prayer of Our Savior began to bear fruit immediately. 
The thief crucified at the right hand of Christ, moved to perfect 
sentiments of contrition, uttered a cry for mercy which merited to hear 
from the lips of the dying Savior that glorious promise: “Today thou 
shalt be with Me in paradise” (Luke xxiii. 43). The episode of the 
good thief is the most marvelous, and for sinners the most consoling 
act in the great drama of Calvary. Who can fathom the depths of 
Divine mercy and omnipotence, which in a moment transforms a sinner 
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into a saint! It was the excellence of his dispositions which merited 
for the repentant thief so sublime a promise of pardon and salvation. 
Having ceased to rob his neighbor of earthly possessions, he immediate- 
ly, as it were, snatched heaven from the hands of his Divine Master. He 
earnestly reproved his fellow-sufferer, confessed his faith in Christ, 
reprehended those who blasphemed Him, imitated Him in patient 
suffering, and humbly implored Him as his Redeemer to have mercy 
on him. Thus, in the midst of the deepest shades of apparent defeat, 
Our Savior marvelously raises up confessors of His holy Name! And 
every sinner who approaches the Divine Master with similar dispositions 
may hope to hear from His Divine lips a like promise of pardon and 
mercy. 

The Savior’s third word was addressed to His sorrowful Mother, 
who with heroic fortitude stood beside the Cross during those long 
hours of bitter agony. Casting a loving glance upon Mary and the 
beloved disciple, St. John, He spoke first to Mary: ‘“‘Woman, behold thy 
son,”’ and then to John, “‘Behold thy Mother” (John xix. 26, 27). As 
Eve had co-operated in the fall of mankind, so Mary, the second Eve, 
co-operated in the work of the Redemption. And as Eve had become 
the mother of the “dead” — of mankind dead in sin— so Mary now 
became the Mother of all the living... ‘Like her Son, who from the 
height of the Cross embraced all humanity in His Divine glance, Mary 
at the foot of that same Cross must extend the fulness of her mother- 
hood to all future men... Mary accepted, and her soul was pierced 
anew with the sword of sorrow prophesied by Simeon. Only then 
did she understand the full meaning of that prophecy. As her Son 
had extended His hands and feet to be nailed, so she bared her heart 
to the sword; and in that bleeding wound, during the silence and 
darkness at the foot of the Cross, beneath the pardoned thief, and 
beside the weeping Magdalen, we, too, were born unto that Divine 
and symbolic relationship of John and the Mother of Christ.” (Perroy, 
“Ascent of Calvary.’’) 


The fourth word of Christ was a loud cry of utter desolation: 
‘“‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matt. xxvii. 46.) 
These words expressed the whole depth and immensity of Our Savior’s 
agony on the Cross, of His sacred humanity engulfed in an abyss of 
unspeakable suffering of every description, and apparently forsaken 
even by His Heavenly Father. This abandonment on the part of His 
Father was, perhaps, the most terrible and torturing pain Jesus endured 
in the course of His whole Passion. It might be compared to the pain 
of reprobation, the most intolerable of the sufferings of hell. The 
severity of this torment in the God-man was proportioned to His 
knowledge and love of His Father’s perfections; and as this knowledge 
and love surpassed those of all creatures, His perception of the misery 
of losing God must have infinitely exceeded that of all intelligent 
beings. And although that desolation was accompanied with imper- 
turbable peace, because it had no admission to the interior sanctuary 
of His spirit, it was, nevertheless, inconceivably bitter, and we may 
believe that He felt the bitterness attendant on the loss of God more 
acutely than all the demons and damned together. No one but the 
God-man Himself could have endured so overwhelming a sorrow with- 
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out being annihilated by it. However, Jesus did not utter this cry 
through reluctance to suffer or weariness of the magnitude of His 
pain. He wished, first of all, to reveal to mankind that He suffered 
without any interior consolation, and without any lessening of the 
immense burden of suffering by reason of the hypostatic union of His 
human nature with the Divine. Further, He wished to show that all 
the prophecies with regard to the manner of His death were now ful- 
filled, as is revealed by the fact that He chose for this cry the first 
words of the twenty-first psalm, in which the principal prophecy 
concerning the Passion was contained. And finally, Jesus no doubt 
wished, by revealing the desolation of His blessed Soul, to console His 
followers who like Him should be obliged to suffer without either 
human or Divine consolation, especially at the hour of death. Covered 
with our sins and our iniquities, our Divine Mediator bore in His own 
spirit the abandonment which we had deserved, in order to save us 
from being eternally abandoned by Divine Mercy. Could Divine Love 
go further than this in bringing back rebellious creatures to their 
Creator? To be continued 





of salvation” (2 Cor. vi. 2). 

You intend to do a good work; do it NOW! You wish 
to lead a better life; begin NOW. You hope to save your soul; 
start the work NOW. Oh, put that word NOW at the head of the 
book of your lifes NOW! NOW! 


NOW means everything to you. Tomorrow means nothing, for, 
as the “Imitation of Christ” says, “How do you know that you will 
be alive tomorrow?” But that blessed NOW, that God-given NOW, 
that holy NOW. Let it be burned into your heart, let it be em- 
blazoned before your eyes, so that it may always be visible; let it 
be the first thing seen in the morning, the last thing on which you 
close your eyes at night. 

Let us become children of God, let us become dutiful children of 
the Church of God, let us enter into the struggle for life, let us work 
for the glory of God and the salvation of our souls NOW, and God 
will help us. 


err: now is the acceptable time: behold, now is the day 
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Little Lovers’ League 





EAR Little Lovers, we hope that your Christmas has been 
a truly holy and happy one, filled with many blessings 
for you and all those you hold dear. May the sweet 
Christ Child be ever your precious possession, your joy 
and bliss in this life, and your reward exceedingly great 
in the next! We feel certain that if you were faithful 
to the practice given last month, of making one person 

happy each day, you yourselves were very happy on Christmas day. 

You know that Jesus thought first of others and tried to make them 

happy. What He has done for us is written into the story of His life 

from Bethlehem to Calvary; we see it renewed each day in Holy Mass, 
and especially when He comes into our hearts to be our Divine Guest. 

Let us try to make Him a worthy return of love. 

Would you like to hear something about a little girl who lives in 
Bangalore, India? Even when only four years old, this dear little 
girl loved the Little Flower of Jesus very much and wanted to be just 
like her. She received her first Holy Communion at the age of five 
years, and instead of kneeling at the communion rail, she had to stand, 
for she was so small her head would not reach above the railing if 
she knelt. Five o’clock every morning found her rising from her little 
bed so that she might attend Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion. 
Every morning she made a visit to Jesus in the tabernacle, in the 
church near the school she attended, repeating to Him her lessons so 
that she would not forget them and thus get good marks. One day the 
Sisters found her in tears because she had not done well in her studies. 
Her marks were not good, and she hoped Jesus would know all about 
it and change her poor marks into good ones. She was sorry, too, 
because her mother, who was poor and sickly, would not be pleased. 
But when she went again into the church to kneel before the tabernacle, 
she soon forgot her disappointment, and came out smiling and happy 
once more. This dear little girl is very anxious to enter the convent 
as soon as she is old enough, because, she says, Jesus must have “black 
brides” also. 

This shows how much pagan children can learn to love Jesus, if 
only someone tells them about Him and helps them to know Him, as 
we have all learned to do. Would you not like to help poor pagan 
children come to Jesus? There is a very easy way of doing so, and 
that is to become members of the Association of the Holy Childhood. 
This Association was started in France in 1843 by a very zealous 
Catholic man. Its purpose is to encourage Catholic children of all 
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lands to take a greater interest in the salvation of pagan children. You 
know, dear Little Lovers, that the children in pagan countries are not 
treated as our children are here. If you could hear of many of the 
cruelties practiced on children in China, India, and other pagan lands, 
you would feel very sorry for those poor little ones. For instance, 
there is in China the practice of giving away or even of throwing away 
little babies whom the parents do not want. Many of these poor little 
waifs have been rescued by the good missionary Sisters. In order to 
save as many children as _ pos- 
sible, the Sisters tell the Chinese 
people that they will pay 20¢ for 
each baby the parents do not 
want, and that instead of throw- 
ing the babies away, the parents 
should bring them to the Sisters. 
Now you can see why Catholic 
children are encouraged to save 
their pennies for the missions, for 
if you could save even twenty 
pennies, it would buy one pagan 
baby. There are at present about 
eight hundred thousand pagan 
children being brought up as 
Christians, just through the help 
of the Association of the Holy 
Childhood. Such is the splendid 
work being done by Catholic 
children the world over, who con- 
tribute their little savings and 
help even more by prayers. 

We can almost hear you ask 
now: “How does one become a 
member of the Association?” It is very easy; all that is required is 
to give a penny a month and to recite daily a “Hail Mary” with the 
ejaculation “Holy Virgin Mary, pray for us and for poor pagan chil- 
dren.” Perhaps those of you who attend Catholic schools are already 
members of this excellent Association, but those of our dear little 
friends who do not attend Catholic schools and who would like to 
join the Association, may write to: The Society of the Holy Childhood, 
P.O. Box 598, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

We hope that during this month all our Eucharistic Knights and 
Handmaids will often pronounce the holy Name of Jesus very lovingly 
and reverently. In this way you can make up for the many times this 





Little Jesus liked to gather wheat 
and grapes. Do you know of what 
they made Him think? 
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holy Name is used thoughtlessly and even as a swear word. Taking 
the holy Name of God in vain in this way is called blasphemy. This 
is a sin against the Second Commandment. Ask our Heavenly Father 
not to let people commit this sin. 

Practice: Perhaps this month you would all like to help save 
pagan babies by saving your pennies, or at least by praying for that 
intention. The aspiration we give is the one recommended to members 
of the Association. As the missions are very dear to the heart of our 
Holy Father, Pius XII, even your prayers for that intention would 
please him very much, and what pleases him would surely please Jesus 
also. 

Aspiration: Holy Virgin Mary, pray for us and for poor pagan 


children. 
Your Contest 


You are not forgetting your contest question this month, are you, 
dear Little Lovers? We look forward to receiving many letters telling 
about the Child Jesus. Those we have already received are very good. 
The first one in answer to this question came from a new writer, Mary 
Teresa Ruggle, Immaculate Conception School, Conception, Missouri. 
We also wish to acknowledge the very interesting letters (not, however, 
on the contest) from members of the Little Children of Mary Club of 
Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore, Maryland. These children have 
formed a club to honor the holy Mother of God, and one of their most 
important rules is: “Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you.” Isn’t that a splendid rule for them to follow? Several of the 
children are not Catholics, but they tell us that they just love their 
club and their school. ' 

You will all be pleased to know that we have also received over 
forty new members into the Little Lovers’ League, boys and girls from 
St. Colman’s School, Turtle Creek, Pennsylvania. We are very happy 
to receive these new Eucharistic Knights and Handmaids, and we look 
forward to hearing often from them and their teacher, Sister M. Joseph. 
Perhaps some among them will be the prize winners in the coming 
contest? We feel sure they could tell us some interesting things about 
the Child Jesus. .. 

A Happy and Blessed New Year to all our dear little friends, and 
may you all grow in grace and love of God during this year, in imitation 
of the Child Jesus. siiguig 
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HEN we see a substance labeled POISON we instinctively turn 

away from the dangerous object. How careful parents are to 
keep any poisonous substance out of reach of their children, and 
rightly so, for in a moment the little ones could endanger health and 
even life itself by partaking thereof. 

Yet, how many there are who allow themselves and those under 
their charge to imbibe mental and moral poison day after day through 
the reading of harmful literature. Such poison may not harm the 
body, but it does infinitely worse, it oftentimes kills the soul, and the 
death is not temporal but eternal. Unfortunately, it is frequently a 
slow death, so that the victims themselves are barely conscious that 
they are succumbing to an evil so insidious. 

Today there is a vast amount of harmful literature being pub- 
lished, so much so that a special drive has been inaugurated to ‘clean 
up” the products of the press. Every Catholic can help along this 
most necessary movement by refusing to buy any but the literature 
which is wholesome and uplifting for young and old. 
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You secure $6.00 worth of booklets, which will always be a source of joy 
and inspiration. None of these prices include carriage. 
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